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     Imagine the bumpy ride we would have 
if we rode a bicycle with square wheels.  
Some us feel like our lives are moving along 
suspended atop square wheels. It’s a strug-
gle! One solution would be to simply round 
off the corners of our wheels to make them 
round, resulting in a smoother ride.  This is 
known as “re-inventing the wheel,” which  
is simple, practical, and effective, but only if 
you travel a smooth road. 

Catenary   (����ka-t� -����ner-�  ) 
    Consider for a moment the physics of a 
“Catenary Road.”   The catenary is the 
curved shape of a hanging flexible chain 
when supported at its ends. The curve is 
steepest near the points of suspension be-
cause this part 
of the chain has 
the most weight 
pulling down on 
it. Toward the 
bottom, the 
slope of the 
chain decreases 
because the chain is supporting less weight. 
The catenary design is primarily used in 
bridge building.  One of the most famous 
catenary curves is the Saint Louis Arch 
(officially known as the Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial.)   Our Catenary Road 
would be a series of inverted catenary 
arches that would fit the contour of our 
square bicycle wheels, resulting in a smooth 
ride down the road. 
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Blair, Nebraska Amy & Nathan’s Christmas Letter to Friends & Family 

Ralph Receives AARP Card 
Ralph is an all-white, eighteen-year-old 
cat who we live with.  The fish bowl is his 
only source of water— and the goldfish 
his only true companion.  He spends 
most of his time sleeping with his paw 
over his eyes to shade himself from the 
heat lamp above his bed that keeps him 
warm. 
 

How to Translate 
Kitty Cat Phrases 

(What does this mean?) 
 
Miaowbu — Feed me. 

Meow — Pet me. 

Mrooww — I love you. 

Miioo-oo-oo — I am in love and 
must meet my betrothed outside be-
neath the hedge. Don't wait up. 

Mrow  — I feel like making noise. 

Mmeww — I believe I have heard a 
burglar.  If you would like to go and 
beat him senseless, I shall be happy 
to keep your spot in the bed warm. 

Raowwwww — I think I shall now 
spend time licking the most private 
parts of my anatomy. 

Mrowwwww  — I am now recalling, 
with sorrow, that some of my private 
parts did not return with me from 
that visit to the vet. 

gakk-ak-ak — My digestive pas-
sages seem to have formed a hair-
ball. Wherever could this have come 
from? I shall leave it here upon the 
carpeting. 

Mroow — I have forced my body 
into a tiny space in order to look 
cute. How'm I doin? 

Mmmmmmm — If I sit in the sun-
shine for another hour or so, I think 
I shall be satisfied. 

 

 Since 1994 

The Moral of the Story 
     The moral of this story in our physics les-
son is:  “If life is like riding on square wheels, 
look for the catenary road.” 
     Show me a person whose life is like a per-
fect wheel and whose path is perfectly 
smooth. It doesn’t exist! No matter how hard 
we chip away at other people’s (or our own) 
square wheels or plane down our life’s jour-
ney, we simply do not achieve  the perfection 
we seek.  There is no such thing as a perfect 
square riding over a perfect catenary road ei-
ther. A basic truth in life is that we ride on im-
perfect wheels over imperfect roads. We can 
sometimes make the ride smoother by match-
ing up two seemingly imperfect qualities to 
smooth our ride a little — just like the square 
wheels on the catenary road — but it’s still a 
struggle.  
 

It’s Grace!! 
     Once in a while, we find something very 
close to the perfect match, when the wheel fits 
the road, when life is full of joy, beauty and 
peace. These moments are grace – a simple 
gift of grace. If we understand that our life in 
the world is not made up of perfection but al-
low for opportunities to fit into a “close 
match” – we sometimes can experience 
GRACE!!! 
     This is our Christmas wish for you – to 
find a road that fits your wheels, to allow 
grace to enter your life. 
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Prime, Choice, Select 
USDA Prime, Choice and Select grades 
of beef come from younger animals. The 
highest grade, USDA Prime, is used 
mostly by hotels and restaurants, but a 
small amount is sold at retail markets. 
The grade most widely sold at retail is 
USDA Choice. However, consumer 
preference for leaner beef has increased 
the popularity of the Select grade of 
beef. Select grade can now be found at 
most meat counters. 
 
Standard and Commercial grade beef 
frequently is sold as upgraded or as 
"brand name" meat. 

 
USDA Prime grade beef is 
the ultimate in tenderness, 
juiciness, and flavor. It 
has abundant marbling -- 

flecks of fat within the lean -- which 
enhances both flavor and juiciness. 
Prime roasts and steaks are unexcelled 
for dry-heat cooking (roasting and broil-
ing). 

 
USDA Choice grade beef 
has less marbling than 
Prime, but is of very high 
quality. Choice roasts and 

steaks from the loin and rib will be very 
tender, juicy, and flavorful and are, like 
Prime, suited to dry-heat cooking. Many 
of the less tender cuts, such as those 
from the rump, round, and blade chuck, 
can also be cooked with dry heat. 

 
USDA Select grade beef is 
very uniform in quality and 
somewhat leaner than the 
higher grades. It is fairly 

tender, but, because it has less marbling, 
it may lack some of the juiciness and 
flavor of the higher grades. Only the 
tender cuts should be cooked with dry 
heat. Other cuts should be marinated 
before cooking or cooked with moisture 
to obtain maximum tenderness and fla-
vor. 
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Marinade 
1/4 cup melted butter 
1/4 cup hot pepper sauce 
1/4 teaspoon Cayenne pep-
per (red pepper) 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
1 tablespoon vinegar 
(wine, white or rice 
vinegar) 
2 teaspoons garlic salt 
1/2 teaspoon black pepper 
 
Basting Sauce  
1 cup hot pepper sauce 
1/2 teaspoon Cayenne pep-
per (red pepper) 
1/4 cup brown sugar 
1/4 cup mayonnaise or 
Ranch dressing 
1 teaspoons garlic salt 
1/2 teaspoon black pepper 
Paprika  
 
Method  
Cut off wing tips (discard or re-
serve for other use such as mak-
ing stock). Cut wings at the joint. 
Put chicken wing pieces in a plas-
tic bag. Mix marinade in small 
bowl and add to bag. Close and 
adjust chicken pieces to evenly 
coat them with marinade. Set 

aside at room temperature for 30 
minutes or refrigerate for 8-24 
hours. When marinade is finished, 
drain marinade and discard. 
(Food safety note: When dealing with 
raw chicken it is best not to let the 
meat set at room temperature; how-
ever, the 30 minutes just before baking 
should be no problem. Also, do not let 
raw chicken juices or marinade come 
in contact with other food or basting 
sauce. The marinade should not be 
used as a basting sauce.) 
 
Baking  
Place wing pieces on a large cookie 
sheet lined with aluminum foil. 
Bake in a pre-heated oven 375°F 
for about 20 minutes. Meanwhile, 
mix together the basting sauce. 
Turn each piece over and bake 
other side for about 10 minutes. 
Carefully drain as much of the liq-
uid from the baking pan without 
losing pieces off the pan. Baste 
each chicken piece with sauce and 
return to oven for 10 minutes. Turn 
each piece again and baste.  
(I sometimes sprinkle a little paprika 
on each side after basting for a richer 
color and flavor.)  
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 Amy & Nathan’s 
2007  

Movie Review  

———————————————————— 
Amy’s  Nathan’s 
———————————————————— 
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Vincent van Gogh  (1853 – 1890) 
was a Dutch Post-Impressionist 
artist.  His paintings and drawings 
include some of the world's best 
known, most popular and most 
expensive pieces.  He produced 
more than 2,000 works, including 
around 900 paintings and 1,100 

drawings and sketches, during the last ten years of 
his life. Most of his best-known works were pro-
duced in the final two years of his life, during which 
time he cut off part of his left ear following a break-
down in his friendship with fellow artist Paul Gau-
guin. 
 
Van Gogh’s Family 
Brother Theo Van Gogh was the central figure in Vincent's life.  Theo continu-
ally and selflessly provided financial support for his brother. Other, lesser 
known family members are listed below. 

 
His dizzy aunt ........................................................................ Verti Gogh  

The brother who ate prunes .................................................Gotta Gogh  

The brother who worked at a convenience store ............... Stop n Gogh  

The grandfather from Yugoslavia ............................................... U Gogh  

The cousin from Illinois ....................................................... Chi-ca Gogh  
His magician uncle ................................................... Where-diddy Gogh  

His Mexican cousin ............................................................ A mee Gogh  

The nephew who drove a stage coach ........................... Wells-far Gogh  

The constipated uncle .......................................................... Can’t Gogh  
The ballroom-dancing aunt ................................................... Tang Gogh  

The bird lover uncle ............................................................Flamin Gogh  

His nephew psychoanalyst ......................................................... E Gogh  

The fruit-loving cousin ............................................................Man Gogh  

An aunt who taught positive thinking ................................. Way-to Gogh  
The little bouncy nephew ........................................................ Poe Gogh  

A sister who loved disco ...........................................................Go Gogh  

The uncle with the bad prostate .........................................Slow-to Gogh  

And his niece who travels the country in a van .......... Winnie Bay Gogh  

The cute little family dog......................................................... Ding Gogh 
The old grandma that played games...................................... Bing Gogh 

And his cousin was a drummer with the Beatles.................... Ring Gogh 

The family had a special way they talked, it was called..........Ling Gogh 

The brother who worked at the shipping  yard .........................Car Gogh 
The cousin who was a nice police officer............................Let'em Gogh 

The hit-man brother............................................................Gunner Gogh 

The uncle with the gambling problem .................................. Better Gogh 

The sister who would not trade with foreigners................... M. Bar Gogh 

The aunt who was a commercial graphic artist ..........................Lo Gogh 
The other aunt who loved French seafood.......................... S. Car Gogh 

The mother who smothered her kids with love................ Can't Let Gogh 

The uncle who wrote Les Mis and Hunchback............Victor Hugh Gogh 

The little nephew who loved to build things with his toys.........Leg Gogh 
And his brother who loved frozen waffles ............................... Egg Gogh 
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The highways and byways 
of Nebraska, Kansas, 
Missouri & Iowa are 
full of road-kill 
deer.  So folk 
around here have 
latched onto the new 
craze in vacation / travel 
games called — I Spy a Dead Deer! 
 
Here are the rules to play: 
1. As you are traveling, the first person 

that spots a dead deer along the road, 
shouts out, “I Spy a Dead Deer!” 

2. The first person to point out twenty 
dead deer wins the round. 

3. The carcass must be recognizably a 
deer, while passing it at speeds of 65-
85 MPH. 

4. You lose the round if you spot a live 
deer and hit it. 

������		������ ��������������!��"��	�
��
#��������
��

�$��
� �%����&�'���
�
�������&��������(������
	(����&�)��
�����
*�
��+���
�������
�	�
����,�
����������
�+�

Headline: Van Gogh family gathers for Christmas 
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       For years, friends have told us about 
Vincenzo’s but we never stopped there until this 
fall. Vincenzo’s creates a prefect atmosphere 
with large black & white photographs of Italian 
Mamas and Papas and workers and families.  
Tables are covered in checkered cloths and the 
house Chianti is served from a ceramic carafe. 
The menu covers all the typical Italian dishes of 
pizza, manicotti, ravioli, lasagna, along with 
steaks, seafood, & pastas.  We asked for 
anchovies on our Caesar Salad and received a 
generous portion — mostly because the waiter 
saw the delight on our anchovy-deprived faces 
when we found that they were available.  The 
staff was respectful, knowledgeable and 
professional. We were greeted with a simple and 
sincere “good evening,” instead of the typical 
“How You Guys Do’in.” 
       Vincenzo’s has other locations in Omaha’s 
Old Market and Lincoln’s Haymarket.  But 
don’t confuse it with a restaurant by the same 
name and décor on Pacific Street — this one is 
an offshoot after a split in ownership a few years 
back.  
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Southwestern cuisine, fresh seafood, specialty 
margaritas, and a selection of wine and tequila.  
We had a very enjoyable breakfast here with 
Amy’s mom. 
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        Our search for Erdinger (a premium 
German Beer) led us to Des Moines and Hessen 
Haus where we found not only Erdinger 
Hefeweizen, but also Paulaner, Bitburger, 
Warsteiner and a nice list of over 15 other 
German Beers.   Yes, it’s worth driving to Des 
Moines for a good beer, but be sure to check out 
the top-notch German cuisine.  Nathan had the 
Jaegerschnitzel for an appetizer, Wienerschnitzel 
for the entrée followed by a Bratwurst for 
dessert.   Next time, he’s going for Die Grosse 
Platte, family style meal for 4-5 people with ten 
of the house specials and four shots of Apfelkorn 
Schnapps.  
        Their website lists a host of polka events 
and an Oktoberfest weekend.  But, based on the 
success of this place, they are BUSY, BUSY, 
BUSY!  

This year’s Tidbits . . . 
 
Amy continues her 22-year career as a nanny 
for a family with three boys ages, 5 years, 3 
years and 18 months.  “Put down the toilet 
seat!!!”, she says.  

Nathan is employed by American Broadband 
(formerly HunTel) developing web sites for 
small businesses.  

This year the annual scheduling of the rehearsal 
of the Barlow Family Live Nude Nativity will 
be held the Saturday before Christmas.  While 
the family is growing, some things are shrinking. 

Vacation Trips included two weeks in an RV 
with friends Dave & Tami, visiting Napa Wine 
Country, the Redwood Forest,  Las Vegas and 
the Grand Canyon. In June, we had a long week-
end in Des Moines;  in December a longer week-
end in Colorado; plus the annual October retreat 
to the Lied Conference Center in Nebraska City. 

The local Horticultural Society visited our 
garden this spring. 

LOST & FOUND:  A ring with a red stone was 
found in our old sofa — along with a few pea-
nuts, some popcorn, coins, paper clips and a 
sticky note.  Call to claim any of the items. 
We’ve upgraded to a new love seat with dual 
recliners. 

In July we listened to the Kansas City Symphony 
amidst the beautiful prairie of the Kansas Flint 
Hills. Thanks for the tickets, Kris Barlow! 

Nathan was involved in the rescue of the 1880 
Blair Depot.  It’s now resting in a city park 
waiting for restoration funding.  Brother, can 
you spare a dime? 

Nathan & Amy of Blair exchanged luncheon 
visits with Mildred & Paul Knodel of Denver.   
— May here, December there.  Paul & Nathan 
are second cousins once removed. 

To celebrate 18 years of marriage, we bought an 
antique glass dome anniversary clock.  You 
wind it only once a year, you know. 

Sherry & Larry came to Blair this summer.  
Sherry is much, much older than her baby 
brother, Nathan! 

This was the 13th annual Oktoberfest and the 
10-year anniversary of the “Great Oktoberfest 
Ice Storm.” 

We planted a Red Maple tree (Acer rubrum 
'October Glory') in the front yard.  

Our Christmas tree this year is a Fraser Fir 
decorated with fury white lights and white velvet 
stars and ribbon.  Amy made the stars. 

We have now entered the realm of laptop com-
puters with wireless internet.  It was our Christ-
mas present to each other. Amy is hooked on 
IGoogle.  

NOTICE:  Gin & Tonic time is afternoons be-
tween 2:30 & 3:00 . . . . on Saturdays & Sun-
days . . . . when we’re home . . . . in the summer.  
Sorry, no power tools afterward. 

 

Our Address 
Amy Barlow & Nathan Krämer 

1467 Adams Street 
Blair,  Nebraska  68008 

(402) 426-2828 
www.NathanKramer.com  
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English Village Carols  
Traditional Christmas Caroling from 
the Southern Pennines 
Smithsonian Folkways Recordings - SFW40476 1999  
        Amy’s Cousin Richard Allee introduced us to 
a delightful recording of British Pub singing.  The 
folks captured on this recording are the real thing. 
They are untrained voices with as many different 
harmony parts as the numerous pints of ale can 
afford these villagers.  The carols they sing are 
older than the Victorian versions we sing today.  
The tinks of bottles and outburst of tavern voices 
carry you away to an authentic feeling of a small 
pub in rural England. 
 

 

Comedian Harmonists 
Pearl Label  Amazon.com # B000000WZ 
        The Comedian Harmonists was an internation-
ally famous, all-male German close harmony en-
semble formed in the mid-1920s.  They were noted 
for using their voices to imitate musical instru-
ments; much in the same style of the present day a 
cappella King Singers. 
        The Comedian Harmonists broke up and three 
of the Jewish members fled Germany under Nazi 
pressure in 1934. The emigrant performers formed 
a second group that enjoyed extensive success in 
Australia throughout the 1930s. In the 1940s, the 
group traveled to the United States for a tour, and 
due to unsafe waters, were unable to return to Aus-
tralia. German performers were unpopular in the 
United States during the war, and the group was 
not able to get a lot of work; they disbanded in 
1941. 
        The group was largely forgotten until 1975 
when a documentary about them aired on German 
television causing a resurgence of interest in their 
music. 
        This recording includes songs by Rossini, 
Strauss, Duke Ellington, Fritz Kreisler, and others. 

Subscribe to the Christmas Times 
 

If you or your friends are interested in re-
ceiving next year’s Christmas Times online 
instead of by US Mail, just send an email to: 

 
ChristmasTimes@NathanKramer.com  

 
Just put “Subscribe” in the subject. 

 
To view this year’s edition, log on to: 
www.nathankramer.com/times  



Most people have a good understanding of basic relationship words such as 
"mother," "father," "aunt," "uncle," "brother," and "sister." But we aren't as 
familiar with terms like "second cousin" and "first cousin, once removed." 
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The hobo nickel is a folk art form 

involving the creative modification of 
small-denomination coins, essentially 
resulting in miniature bas relief sculp-
tures. The nickel, because of its size, 
thickness, and relative softness, was a 
favored coin for this purpose.  Due to its 
low cost and portability, this medium 
was particularly popular among hobos, 
hence the name. 

When the Indian Head or Buffalo 
nickel was introduced in 1913, it became 
popular among coin engravers. The large, 
thick profile of the Indian head gave the 
artists a large template to work on, and 
allowed for finer detail.  The reverse, 
buffalo side was also occasionally 
sculpted, but generally one of the sides 
was left original. 

The coins are altered using punches 
(dashes, dots, arcs, crescents, stars) and 
carving tools.  

Relationship Terms 
Sometimes, especially when working on your 
family history, it's handy to know how to de-
scribe your family relationships more exactly. 
The definitions below should help you out. 

Cousin (a.k.a "first cousin") 
Your first cousins are the people in your family 
who have two of the same grandparents as you. 
In other words, they are the children of your 
aunts and uncles. 

Second Cousin 
Your second cousins are the people in your 
family who have the same great-grandparents as 
you, but not the same grandparents. 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Cousins 
Your third cousins have the same great-great-
grandparents, fourth cousins have the same 
great-great-great-grandparents, and so on. 

Cousins Removed 
When the word "removed" is used to describe a 
relationship, it indicates that the two people are 
from different generations. You and your first 
cousins are in the same generation (two genera-
tions younger than your grandparents), so the 
word "removed" is not used to describe your 
relationship. 

Once  & Twice Removed 
The words "once removed" means that there is a 
difference of one generation. For example, your 
mother's first cousin is your first cousin, once 
removed. This is because your mother's first 
cousin is one generation younger than your 
grandparents and you are two generations 
younger than your grandparents. This one-
generation difference is called "once removed."   
Twice removed means that there is a two-
generation difference. 

Common Ancestor 

Third Cousins 

Second Cousins 

First Cousins 

Sisters or Brothers 

First Generation 

Second Generation 

Third Generation 

Fourth Generation 

Fifth Generation 

Christian Dobler 

                       Nathan 

Paul                   Max 

Vera                 Mary 

Chris                Maria 

First Generation 

Second Generation 

Third Generation 

Fourth Generation 

Fifth Generation 

The chart below shows the relationship 
between Nathan and his second cousin 
once removed Paul Knodel mentioned 
on the back page. 
 

�� Paul’s Mother, Vera, and Nathan’s 
Grandmother, Mary, were First Cousins. 

�� Paul & Nathan’s Dad, Max, are Second 
Cousins 

�� Nathan is a first Cousin, twice removed, 
to Paul’s mother, Vera. 

�� Paul’s Grandfather, Chris, was an Uncle 
to Nathan’s Grandmother, Mary, a Great-
Uncle to Nathan’s Dad, Max, and a 
Great-Great-Uncle to Nathan. 

Common Ancestor 

Third Cousins 

Second Cousins 

First Cousins 

Sisters or Brothers 

First Generation 

Second Generation 

Third Generation 

Fourth Generation 

Fifth Generation 
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An unaltered 1935 Indian Head Nickel. 



Humpty Dumpty 
The King James Version 

[An excerpt from "Mother Goose:The King James 
Version", a work in progress by Meryl Arbing & Lorne 
Brown (marbing@ican.net) sponsored by The Story-
tellers School of Toronto.] 
 

1.¶ And lo, There was in the same country 
a wall both great and strong.  
2. And the Egg sitteth on this wall, yea 
verily, as at other times, [even] upon a seat 
on the wall, (he is exceeding proud) his 
loftiness, and his 
arrogancy, and his 
pride, and the 
haughtiness of his 
heart: and the man 
arose, and didst say:  
3. Behold, I will 
send a blast upon 
him, and he shall 
hear a rumour, and I 
will cause him to 
fall from his place. 
For if any fall, the 
one will lift up his 
fellow: but woe to 
him [that is] alone 
when he falleth; for 
[he hath] not an-
other to help him 
up. 
4.¶ And he did send 
a blast upon him and 
he did fall from his 
place. How are the mighty fallen. And God 
saw the Egg fall.  
5. And the Egg was burst asunder, was 
shattered into pieces as numerous as the 
stars, yea all the stars, that men seeth when 
they glance unto the heavens. The did the 
Egg speak, and he did say:  
6. I wot not whist I am nor whence I came. 
I was at ease, but he hath broken me asun-
der: he hath also taken [me] by my neck, 
and shaken me to pieces. Behold, who 
shall surely gather me together for my 
sake? 
7.¶ When the news of the great fall was 
brought unto the king he was sore troubled. 
By the river of Babylon he sat down and 
wept. Then the king ariseth, and thus did 
say: 

8. I will surely assemble thee, O Egg, all 
of thee; I will gather thy remnants; I will 
put them together as the sheep of the field, 
as the flock in the midst of their fold: we 
shall make great noise by reason of [the 
multitude of] my men. 
9.¶ And he called forth to his men saying: 
Arise, men of valour and strength and gird 
your loins. Mount ye your horses and riden 
outen at my command, that ye travel to the 
great wall. And there ye shall find, lying at 

the base, an egg, in 
pieces several and ye 
shall grieve.  
10.¶ But I say unto you, 
gird your loins and 
seeketh every piece, 
yea even unto the 
smallest thereof, and 
then remaketh whole 
the egg again. And 
whence thou hast fin-
ished, and the egg is as 
it was whence it were 
on topoth the wall, 
bring ye it to me that I 
may marvel at it. 
11. And they came with 
haste, and their number 
was seven times sev-
enty, to where the Egg 
didst lie broken. And 
when they saw it they 
were sore afraid, for 

they knew not whether `twas in their 
power to assemble yon Egg ast it had been 
in the beginning. 
12. And though they girdeth their loins, 
and toileth as the lily in the fields toileth 
not, verily the pieces wouldst not and 
couldst not be brought together again. 
13. When the news was brought even unto 
the king, the king was filled with great 
wrath. And all gates trembled, and the 
voice of the turtle was stilled. 
14.¶ Then out went the king, and he pon-
dered these words in his heart: What man 
has rent asunder, let no god join together. 
15. For, it is written: Pride [goeth] before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall. 

2008 Word of the Year 

Tchotchke [�chäch-k� ] — originally 
from Yiddish tshatshke (often spelled in a 
variety of other ways because there is no 
standardized transliteration) ultimately from 
a Slavic word for "toys."  Tchotchke refers 
to trinkets, small toys, knickknacks, bau-
bles, or kitsch. The term has a connotation 
of worthlessness or disposability, as well as 
tackiness. The term was long used in the 
Jewish-American community and in the 
regional speech of New York City. 

Change it!  Yes Change it! 
Star Spangled Banner 

 
"We may be the only nation in the world 
whose citizens in general can't sing their 
own national anthem. By simply lower-
ing its key, the vast majority of us can 
sing ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ with 
both pride and exhilaration. " 
Dr. Ed Siegel, Solana Beach, California. 

 

President Woodrow Wilson de-
creed in 1916 that the Star-Spangled 
Banner be played at military events, 
and it became the national anthem by 
act of Congress 
in 1931. In 
1942, the War 
D e p a r t m e n t 
adopted a code 
governing the 
anthem's pres-
entation, and B 
flat was desig-
nated in the of-
ficial arrange-
ment published by the Armed Forces 
School of Music. 

We still attempt to sing the an-
them in the key of B-flat.  Ordinary 
people sing this at civic meetings, 
churches, rallies and sports events.  
Many children only know the very 
first line, “Oh say, can you see.” —  
and the very last line, “Play Ball!”  
Roseanne Barr successfully butchered 
the song in 1990 at a San Diego Pa-
dres baseball game.  Wasn’t that 
enough for us to change it? 

Let’s join Ed Siegel in this cam-
paign to save our national anthem 
simply by changing the key we sing it 
in.  What’s it going to hurt?? 

 
For more information log on to: 
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According to a recent Harris Poll, two out of 
three Americans say they don't know the na-
tional anthem. Last spring I went to a conven-
tion of the National Association of Music Edu-
cators and got to hear them, 3,000 strong, sing 
"The Star-Spangled Banner," which was rous-
ing and moving and different from what one 
has come to expect. The difference was that 
the anthem was sung in G, a good key for most 
people, and it wasn't a vehicle for some aging 
diva but a terrific piece of music.  ���������	�
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Choosing the Right Correct Word 
 
Biweekly means every two weeks. 
Semiweekly means twice a week. 

Bimonthly can mean either every two 
months or twice a month. 

Biennial means occurring every two years. 

Biannual means occurring twice a year, also 
interchangeable with semiannual, although 
biannual is less preferable if we wish to 
avoid any chance of misreading. 


